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Turner Triumph Seals 
Barber’s Record Year

Celebrating Engines of Change

A record-breaking 21,000 art-lovers saw this winter’s Turner exhibition at the Barber Institute, 
making it the most popular show in the University gallery’s history.

Classical/Contemporary is one of the prizewinning photographs in Geography
student Chris Newman's Birmingham Lights portfolio. Chris won first prize in the
Geography and the Visual Arts module for his project showing the beauty of
Birmingham’s urban landscape, demonstrating how attractive lighting design has
enhanced the City’s image. See page 3 for full story (The Visual Turn 
in Geography).

The Sun rising through Vapour: Turner's
early Seascapes closed at the Barber last
Sunday after attracting a mammoth
1,555 visitors during its final weekend.

Gallery staff were also celebrating after
2003 became the Barber's most successful
year since 2000. As well as being named
'Art Gallery of the Year' by The Good
Britain Guide 2004, 45,060 visitors made
it into the galleries last year – a whopping
20 per cent increase on the figures 
for 2002.

Previously, the Barber's most successful
exhibition had been The Blue Bower:
Rossetti in the 1860s, which attracted
16,935 visitors between 27 October 2000
and 14 January 2001, 222 visitors per day.

But while the Turner exhibition was 13
days longer than the Rossetti, 20,901
people came to see the seascapes, making
a daily average of just over 232.

Barber Senior Curator Dr Paul Spencer-
Longhurst, who organised the Turner
show, thought the large Turner's Britain

exhibition at the Gas Hall, curated by
University Curator Dr James Hamilton,
might have contributed to the record
attendances, turning Birmingham into a
Turner magnet for art-lovers nationally.

‘It's very gratifying indeed that Turner's early
seascapes, often passed over with just 
a reverent nod of approval,
have proved such a 
draw,’ said Dr Spencer-
Longhurst. ‘But I'm not
at all surprised, one
couldn't wish to curate 
an exhibition by a 
more fascinating and
versatile artist.’

The Barber's Director,
Professor Richard Verdi,
said: ‘The Barber has been
steadily working towards
this level of success for the
past 10 years, and the
combination of the Turner
exhibition and the Gallery
of the Year' award appears

to have clinched it for us. But there’s no
reason to believe that we won’t become even
better known, and appreciated, in years 
to come.’

See a preview of the Barber's forthcoming
exhibition The Great and the Good -
Judging Quality in Art on page 8
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A Quick
Word...

It’s been an exciting time for Birmingham
archaeologists out in Croatia where they have
been working on one of the most important
archaeological sites of the last 50 years. The site
has yielded remarkable finds dating from 6,000
BC onwards including amazingly well preserved
timbers, a Roman legionary dagger complete
with sheath and over 30 Greco-Illyrian helmets.
Finds like these and the location of the riverbed
site make it one of the most important
archaeological wetlands in Europe. For the full
story and photos, see page 3.

The School of Psychology played host to some
very graceful visitors as part of a study into
rehabilitating people with brain injury or brain
disease. Acclaimed choreographer Wayne
McGregor and four of his dancers from the
innovative, Sadler’s Wells resident company
Random Dance agreed to help the team of
psychologists with their research. More details
on page 4

As one successful exhibition comes to a close,
staff at the Barber are hoping that The Great

and the Good: Judging Quality in Art will be
just as successful. Over 20,000 art-lovers saw
the Turner exhibition at the Barber – making it
the most popular show in the University gallery’s
history - and the gallery was also named ‘Art
Gallery of the Year’ by The Good Britain Guide

2004. See page 8 for a preview of The Great

and the Good: Judging Quality in Art (6
February until 9 May)

The Government vote on the Higher Education
Bill will have been decided by the time that this
edition reaches publication. For all the latest
University news and reaction to the vote see
www.newscentre.bham.ac.uk

Sam Smith
Content Editor

S.Smith@bham.ac.uk
0121-414 6948

Secretary of State for Constitutional
Affairs and Lord Chancellor, Lord
Falconer, opened the School of Law’s
fourth Issues in Criminal Justice series
of lectures at the end of last month. The
annual lecture series which focuses on
the most pertinent and problematic
issues in criminal justice will continue
with lectures by acclaimed speaker
Marcel Berlins (journalist and
commentator) and the event organiser,
Professor Stephen Shute. 

With reform of the criminal justice
system high on the agenda, Lord
Falconer’s lecture, A Criminal Justice
System for the 21st Century, marked a
unique opportunity to gain insight into
government plans and policy. 

The School of Law would like to issue
an open invitation to members of
public, practitioners and professionals
throughout the criminal justice system
to join audiences for the remaining
lectures in the series:

5 February 

Lies, Media and Justice: Distorting the
Criminal Justice System – Marcel Berlins

12 February

Perceptions of Fairness and Equality of
Treatment: Ethnic Minorities in the Criminal
Courts – Professor Stephen Shute 

For further information please contact
Mrs Alison Wagstaff Tel: 0121-414 6312;
Email A.Wagstaff@bham.ac.uk

Lord Chancellor
Opens Legal
Lecture Series

The open day will provide an
opportunity to show current final-year
undergraduates, as well as students who
will be visiting from other institutions,
why Birmingham is one of the most
popular universities for postgraduate
study in the UK. Individuals interested in
pursuing professional development
courses are also invited to attend the
event where they will be able to find out
about the wide range of specialist courses
available to them. 

A wide range of the support services are
taking part in the event and there will be 

a programme of talks on topics of interest
to all students considering postgraduate
study including funding opportunities,
the value of postgraduate study, the
Research Skills Programme, links with
employers and more.

Campus tours will be available
throughout the day and coach tours of
the city will also be provided to give
visitors unfamiliar with the area the
opportunity to discover our vibrant,
cosmopolitan and exhilarating city 
for themselves.

All final year undergraduate students will
benefit from the open day, whether or
not they intend to pursue postgraduate
study and academic staff are asked to
encourage students to attend the event.
This is the first opportunity they will
have to get advice and information on a
wide range of issues from both academic
staff and representatives from the
support services, at one forum. 

For more information contact Caroline
Loughnane Tel: 0121-415 8558 
Email: C.A.Loughnane@bham.ac.uk

A New First for
Birmingham’s Postgraduates 
The University will host its first open day for Postgraduate students later this month, giving students
considering postgraduate study the opportunity to talk to lecturers on postgraduate courses, research
supervisors and postgraduate admissions tutors about their areas of interest. 

Second year PhD student Ranjit Kulkarni
(Chemical Engineering) was presented
the award for ‘Best Project’ at a special
reception for Young Engineers in Britain
at the House of Commons in December.
Ranjit’s work focuses on developing near
infrared technology for online reaction
monitoring in process industries and
process modelling. Ranjit, picured below,
was presented a cash prize of £1,000 by
the Chief of BNFL, who sponsored 
the event.

Young
Engineer
Scoops 
Top Prize

The University Choir is looking for 
new members to sing Bach’s St John
Passion in Symphony Hall. The concert
will take place on Bach’s birthday,
Sunday 21 March. Staff, students and
members of the public are welcome to
come along.

Rehearsals are held on Tuesdays at 
7.30 pm, in the Vaughan Jeffreys
Lecture Theatre, School of Education. 
If you would like further details, please
email B.F.Aldridge@bham.ac.uk

Sing Bach in
Symphony Hall
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Broadcaster and Journalist Carl Chinn
will give his Inaugural Lecture as Chair of
Community History next month. Carl’s
Professorial Lecture will focus on the
theme Many Peoples, One Birmingham:

Says Carl ‘Birmingham is not a port. It has
no great river. It is not a defensive site. And
it boasts no mineral wealth such as coal,
iron ore, limestone and fire clay. Yet
Birmingham is amongst the most successful
of British and indeed European cities. Unlike
so many of its peers its success is the result
not of geographical or physical features,
rather it is born from the skills, ingenuities,
inventiveness and adaptabilities of its
peoples – peoples who have been drawn to
Birmingham from across the
world in search of work, hopes

and expectations. As much as the people of
Birmingham have forged things of beauty
from pieces of iron, so too have they forged
their city.  All the peoples of Birmingham
have been involved actively in the making of
Birmingham and today they stand
collectively as a beacon for a successful
multicultural city.’

The lecture will take place in the Great
Hall on Tuesday March 23 and doors will
open at 5.00 for 5.20pm.  Tickets can be
reserved by calling the Aston Webb
reception team on 0121-414 8130 or ext
48131. There is a maximum of 
5 tickets per person.

Local Hero to Give
Inaugural Lecture
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Dr Vince Gaffney, Director of the Institute for
Archaeology and Antiquity and Cetina Project Leader
says, ‘The Cetina Valley is certainly the most remarkable
site that I have, and will ever, have the privilege of being
involved in – a once in a lifetime discovery for any
archaeologist. As the majority of the Cetina Valley site is
waterlogged, the level of preservation is quite exceptional. I
believe this to be one of the most important archaeological
wetlands in Europe.’

An initial survey of the site has uncovered remarkable
finds spanning a period of history from 6,000 BC
onwards. Timbers 3 metres in length are clearly visible
through the clear water from the riverbank, showing
evidence of late Neolithic/early Bronze Age wooden
settlements that are comparable to the Swiss lake
settlements. A large number of metal and stone objects
have also been retrieved which appear to have been
thrown into the river deliberately, possibly as offerings
to river gods. Items include over 90 swords, a Roman
legionary dagger complete with sheath, over 30 Greco-
Illyrian helmets, plus numerous items of jewellery,
axes and spearheads.

The project also shows a great deal of potential for
environmental archaeology, which will bring history
to life. Environmental Archaeologist Dr David Smith
explains, ‘The valley sediments provide an environmental
record covering around 10,000 years and hold the key to
our understanding of the environment of Dalmatia and
much of the Central Balkans. Through examination of
pollen cores and peat samples from within the basin 
we can gain a real insight into the everyday life of the people; the food 
they ate, the crops and animals they kept, and the crafts/activities they pursued.’

Dr Gaffney adds, ‘The site was obviously of major importance both strategically and
geographically. The gorge with its mountains provided a natural barrier, but we also
know that it was a border between the Venetian and Turkish empires, and between the
Roman empire and the Slavic kingdoms. Also, as many parts of Croatia have little water,
effectively a limestone desert in some areas, this rich, green valley would also have been
important as a major water source, which may explain the great evidence of ritual
activity in the area.

‘It is quite unique to have a virgin site with this level of preservation offering
environmental, metalwork, stone and timber artefacts all on one site. This is a
tremendously exciting project and it is intended that the team from Birmingham will
return to the site in May this year to carry out an extensive survey of the site’.

‘Once in a Lifetime’:
Archaeologists Strike Gold 
Birmingham Archaeologists, supported by the British and Slovene
Academies, have discovered what may be one of the most important
archaeological sites of the last 50 years, in a riverbed in Croatia. The
site at the valley of the River Cetina, which is geographically and
strategically placed at a major European crossroads, holds the key to
unlocking over 8,000 years of Balkan history.

Roman Legionary Dagger

Geographically, images of England
spanned north to south, from the
Cleveland Hills to the Southwest
coastline.  Manchester warehouses and
decaying Sheffield vied for
prominence amongst the windmills of
Warwickshire and religious buildings
of Birmingham.  

Prizes were awarded to the best three
portfolios, and the winner was Chris
Newman with his portfolio entitled,

‘Birmingham Lights’.  Chris’ Portfolio
captures the beauty of Birmingham’s
urban landscape, demonstrating how
attractive lighting design has
enhanced the city’s image.

The image on the front page, entitled,
Classical/Contemporary features an old
steam train at Moor Street Station
standing in front of the new 
Selfridges store.

The Visual Turn 
in Geography continued from front page

‘The English Landscape’ was the broad theme for third year
Geography students taking part in the Geography and the Visual
Arts module this semester; their task, to construct a linked series of
around 10 images based on the theme.  More than 50 students held
an exhibition of their portfolios in the Biosciences atrium in
December, with a wide interpretation of the theme on display
through rural, urban and industrial landscapes. 

This is the first comprehensive 
one-man exhibition of Derek’s work
since the 1990’s and brings together
both older works and his latest

creations. The exhibition will 
run throughout February and all
works are original and for sale at
affordable prices. 

You are invited to an exhibition 
of paintings by Derek Oldfield
Private view Friday 6 February 6.00 – 8.00 pm
Winterbourne House, 58 Edgbaston Park Road

Greco-Illyrian helmet
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Spin Cycle

To launch the guide, the Public 
Relations office organized a gathering at
the Barber at the end of last term.
Representing the wide range of
knowledge in the University, those
present ranged from experts in sports
and exercise science to business studies,
music and fine arts, as well as senior
figures from the media.  

Expertise at your fingertips will be updated
annually. If you would like to be
included in future editions please
contact Marilyn Mackenzie ext 47179
Email: M.E.A.Mackenzie@bham.ac.uk.
Why not introduce yourself to the Press
Officers; Abigail Dixon, Anna Dingley,
Rachel Robson or Kate Chapple so they
know what you are happy to talk to the
media about?

Media is Clued Up
on Birmingham’s
Expertise 
The journalists’ guide to our world-leading researchers has now hit
newsdesks nationwide.  Over 400 academic experts are listed in
the guide, which is supplied each year to around 1200 major UK
and international newsrooms and senior correspondents. This
means a fresh set of journalists are armed with a reference of how
much we have to offer as a university, and sets the phones in the
Press Office ringing with requests for experts to comment. 

University staff and key media players mingled at the launch of the latest University experts guide Expertise

at your Fingertips at the Barber Institute where they enjoyed champagne and canapés as well as Old Joe’s
Winter Warmer, the University’s own ale.

As the debate over the Government’s stance on tuition fees raged in the
commons, the Vice Chancellor continued to be in great demand in both his roles
as Vice Chancellor and Head of the Russell Group. A typical day saw him giving
comments to Sky news, Radio 4’s PM programme, the BBC, the Guardian, epolitix,
and a 5 Live debate. Cancer Studies’ Lawrence Young talked about cancer
statistics to Radio WM and the Evening Mail; the Centre for Lifelong Learning’s
Gary Wood’s comments about TV programme Shattered appeared as far and wide
as the Birmingham Post, Western Press, Five Live, SAGA and Radio WM, the French
and Canadian Press, and Yahoo America.He also appeared on BBC Radio Wales
today talking about the ‘Boomerang Kids’ phenomenon, BBC News 24 in a piece
on changing attitudes to shopping and in ITV’s Beautiful Boys talking about
changing attitudes to male grooming/vanity. University Collection curator James
Hamilton, organiser of Turner’s Britain at the Gas Hall, talked to Sister Wendy
Beckett at Tate Britain about Turner’s surprising interest in eroticism and his
sketchbooks in the Radio 4 programme Altered Images; The Institute of German

Studies’ Charlie Jeffery spoke to BBC WM’s drive time,
contributing to a discussion on Northern Ireland politics;
The School of Humanities’ Oliver Mason spoke to BBC 
Radio WM about spelling and English language; 
Isabelle Szmigin (pictured left ) of the Business School was
interviewed by BBC News 24 about consumer behaviour;
Social Sciences’ Sean Mc Gough spoke to BBC Radio WM
and Saga Radio about security measures on airlines; Chair
of Environmental and Occupational Medicine Jouni
Jaakkola’s research on workplace asthma research was
featured in The Times, Birmingham Post and even the Safety
and Health Practitioner magazine; Michael Clarke discussed

single issue politics on BBC Northern Ireland’s Politics Show; David Jones in
Sportex advised the BBC about the physical demands of
firefighting; Pharmacology’s Norman Bowery was
interviewed on BBC Radio WM about nandrolin. Honorary
Professor, Sir Rodric Braithwaite featured on the BBC’s
Panorama programme A Fight to the Death commenting on
the use of ‘spin’ in the fight between the Government and
the BBC and the events surrounding it. Director of
Information Services, Michelle Shoebridge (pictured right)
and West African Studies’ Karin Barber appeared in The
Times’ list of new names selected to go into Who’s Who 2004. 

A big thank you to all staff and students who have spoken to the media over the
last year. Let’s keep up the excellent work. Places are still available on the latest
round of Media Training courses. Courses cost £50 for the whole day, including
all materials and refreshments. Discounts are available to Schools and Budget
Centres who have not yet benefited in large numbers from this first class training.
Please contact calling Marilyn Mackenzie on ext 47179 email:
M.E.A.Mackenzie@bham.ac.uk for details.

The dancers performed a sequence of steps
while wearing light reflective markers placed
on various body locations. The psychologists
were then able to assess how well the dancers
remember the steps and how they control their
movements by tracking the position of the
markers using video and computer graphics.
The dancers were also asked to perform a
sequence of steps when blindfolded while
counting backwards in threes and under
various other interference conditions.  

Alan Wing, Professor of Human Movement at
the Behavioural Brain Sciences Centre, said:
‘We are delighted to be involved in this project as
the data we collected from the dancers’ movements
will ultimately help us to understand more about 

how we can rehabilitate people with brain injury or
brain disease.  

‘By investigating both expert dancers who represent
the peak of athletic ability and elderly or disabled
individuals who often have difficulties making even
simple movements, we are better able to understand
the brain’s control of complex movement and how
this control deteriorates with age and disease.  This
improved understanding will allow us to improve
rehabilitation techniques.’

Wayne McGregor, said: ‘As a choreographer
interested and committed to a rich exploration of
physical languages and movement systems this
project has given me a real opportunity for me to
look differently at my methods of working and
potentially new ones’.

Cognition and Choreography 
Wayne McGregor, acclaimed choreographer from the innovative Sadler’s Wells
resident company Random Dance, and four of his dancers took part in a study 
at the School of Psychology last month. Psychologists collaborated with the
company to enhance the dancers’ creative processes and to learn more about
what underlies the way in which dancers make their movements and the
relationship between the brain and behaviour. 
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The People Who Make it Happen! 5

Expanding Horizons
at the ERI By Ros Dodd

‘If you ask anyone in London connected
with the European Union and Brussels,
they will know about us. People take us
seriously,’ declares Professor Anand
Menon, the ERI’s effervescent Director.

Pulling together more than 50
academic staff from the Centre for
Russian and East European Studies, the
Institute for German Studies and the
Centre for the Study of Security and
Diplomacy in the Department of
Political Science and International
Studies, it is proving a hit with
students, too.

‘There’s been a massive increase in student
numbers, which is quite impressive
because things are generally quite hard for
new institutions. The number of students
on our MA course has trebled – from six to
about 20 – and we’re hoping that will
continue. The students come from all over
the place – Britain, Europe and the United
States. We’re also looking to run a good
doctoral programme.’

Co-founded by the National Joint
Infrastructure Fund and the University,
the ERI is the biggest institution of its
type in the country. Buoyed by a 

£5 million government grant, it is
continually expanding its horizons,
literally and metaphorically.

Earlier last month, it hosted a training
course for officials from central and
eastern Europe, a contract awarded by
the Foreign Office.

‘That’s quite prestigious and also useful,
because we can forge links with these
people, many of whom will end up in EU
institutions when their countries are
admitted as members,’ comments
Professor Menon. ‘We have a particular
strength in the eastern side of Europe, right
up to Russia. In fact, we are trying to do a
lot more with the Russians.’

How much influence would he like 
the ERI to have in terms of EU 
policy-making?

‘A lot of people here do things on an
individual basis: I’ve written speeches for
Neil Kinnock, for instance. I’d like to get to
the stage where when Sir Joe Bloggs wants
to know about Europe, his first reaction is
to ring us. That would be an ideal
situation to be in.’  

Little more than two years after its official opening by Tony Blair, 
the European Research Institute (ERI) has carved out an enviable
reputation for itself.

‘Some people have claimed that the most
important event in British domestic politics in
the last decade and a half is the breaching of
the Berlin Wall,’ observes Professor William
Paterson, Director of the Institute for
German Studies (IGS). ‘What that did was to
create both a different Europe and,
immediately, a new and much larger Germany. 

‘This raised fundamental questions for British-
German relations. Britain had been used to
playing a central role but was now confronted
with a more formidable competitor.’

The fall of the Wall, in 1989, helped to fuel
the seismic rows over Europe that have
dogged British politics ever since.Yet the
event had a happier outcome for
Birmingham, which beat off competition
from nine other top British universities to
open the now-thriving and renowned IGS,
located within the European Research
Institute in Pritchatts Road.

‘After the Wall came down, the then German
Ambassador in London was instrumental in
pushing the idea that given these difficulties for
Britain, it would be necessary to have a new
initiative and this would be a postgraduate
centre for the study of Germany, with a kind of
sub-text of how a new generation of people in
Britain would come to understand this 
new creation.’

Founded through a partnership agreement
between the University and the German
government, the IGS is part of a network of
15 similar institutes throughout the world,
all of which were funded for the first 10
years by the German Academic Exchange
Service (DAAD). Birmingham is the only
centre to have received financial backing
for another five years. ‘The DAAD thinks we
do outstanding work and wanted to support us
further,’ says deputy director Professor
Charlie Jeffery. 

This year, the IGS celebrates its 10th
anniversary and to mark the occasion is
hosting a series of one-day workshops,
entitled Search for Solutions, culminating in
a public conference to debate the 
series’ findings.

The IGS has achieved much in its first
decade, not least producing a new
generation of experts on the reunified
Germany operating within a changing and
expanding Europe. Since it first opened its
doors to students, no fewer than 40 have
completed their doctorates here – far more
than at comparable institutions elsewhere.
When the media needs an authority on
Germany, it’s likely they will turn to a

former IGS student – Dr Heather Grabbe,
research director of the Centre for
European Reform and an expert on EU
enlargement, being a good example. 

‘Fifty per cent of our students have gone into
academia, but the rest have gone into public or
private sector institutions to do with British-
German relations,’ explains Professor Jeffrey,
who takes over as IGS director in October.

‘The nature of this institution has made us,
from the outset and in all our activities, very
applied. In other words, we seek to make a real
world impact with our research.’

The focus, over the past 10 years, has been
Britain’s response to the challenge of the
new-look Germany. So how did it respond?

‘There was a period in the ‘90s when things
were extremely difficult because the question of
Germany became intertwined with the question
of Europe, which is the most divisive issue in
this country,’ says Professor Paterson. ‘There
was a tendency by sections of the British press
to demonise Germany in order to win
arguments about the future of Europe. 

‘That phase has largely diminished because
Britain is more confident about itself. There
was a deep insecurity in Britain when Germany
joined up and flourished.

‘Economically, Britain appears to be doing
comparatively well now, while unification has
been a downward drag on Germany. So the
sense in which people in Britain felt threatened
is a lot less.’

This shift in attitude is one reason the IGS
is changing the focus of its activities as it
enters its second decade.

‘For a lot of the first period we were looking at
the high politics of British-German relations,’
explains Professor Jeffery. ‘Some of the big
issues are out of the way now and enlargement
is happening – it’s a very changed context.

‘So in the next period we want to get below the
high politics and look at how policy makers in
the two countries respond to the common
challenges Germany and Britain face.’

Among these are European integration, the
future of devolved governance and
federalism and the task of adapting to new
security challenges post- 9/11.

‘We want the 10th anniversary celebrations to
capture that shift in focus through the series of
seminars, which we hope to make an annual
event. We have got over the problems of how to
respond to the new Germany; now it’s about
how to work with them on a wider front.’

A Decade of Success
at the IGS By Ros Dodd

The toppling of the Berlin Wall remains a defining moment in
recent global history. It not only heralded the end of the division
of Germany, but the dawn of a new Europe.

L-R Professor Charlie Jeffery, Deputy Director of the Institute for German Studies; Dr Nina Lemmens, Director,
DAAD London Office; Professor William Paterson, Director of the Institute for German Studies; HE Thomas
Matussek, German Ambassador to the Court of St James and Ms Kirin Kalsi, German Honorary Consul in 
the West Midlands

2004: A decisive Year
The next in the series of the Vice
Chancellor’s regular addresses, open to
all staff, takes place in the Great Hall on
Tuesday 3rd February. Doors open at

12.15pm to allow for a 12.30 pm start.
The session will end promptly at
1.30pm with the opportunity for
questions and answers before the close.  

Help and advice are offered to staff and
postgraduates from any part of the
University who make use of
mathematical statistics as part of their
research. Queries can be accepted by
email or a consultation can be arranged
by appointment. Appointments can be
made by phone on 44750 or by email
to a.p.white@bham.ac.uk.

For small queries, this service is
provided free. However, for more
substantial queries, an element of cost
recovery is expected. Dr White is
particularly keen to be involved at a
collaborative level in the planning and
execution of major research projects
involving a statistical component,
including the preparation of 
research proposals.

Statistical Advisory Service
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Jenny’s an 
Outstanding Botanist

Prize-winning student Jenny Frost and President of 
the Botanical Society of the British Isles Richard Royce

(L-R) Personel’s Lora Morris with broadcaster 
and alumna Kay Alexander

Broadcaster and Alumna Kay Alexander
recently presented the University with an
award at the Birmingham and Solihull
Best Business Awards as a finalist in the
Development of Work–Life Balance 2003
category. The University was one of two
employers to be commended in the Large
Business category. The Awards were
sponsored by Advantage West Midlands,
the Learning and Skills Council, Business
Link and the Birmingham Early Years
Development and Childcare Partnership. 

The commendation is excellent publicity
for the University and alongside being
listed in the booklet that accompanied
the awards the University is entitled to
use the Awards brand as an endorsement.

Birmingham Honoured
at Best Business AwardsThe University is fortunate to have a

number of high profile visitors every
year, be they members of the Royal
family, senior Government officials,
overseas delegations, senior industrial
figures, visiting VIPs.  It’s important to
show such visitors a glimpse of the
diversity of activity around campus.
So if you have suggestions of cutting 

edge work that would make a good
focal piece for such visits, and that
might be particularly visually
appealing and impressive for visitors
(most of whom need to be taken on a
conducted walking tour of our key
highlights) please let the Events Office
know by emailing suggestions to
K.A.Mack@bham.ac.uk

Yes, Minister?

Universities in countries including
Botswana, Swaziland and the West Indies
have already used RAD for recruitment.
RAD is keen to hear from more academics
and administrators who would be
interested in serving a short-term contract
at a university in the developing world. 

Interested staff can register by 
completing the online form at
www.acu.ac.uk/adverts/rad or contact
Jocelyn Law Tel: 020 7380 6707 Fax: 020
7380 6776 Email: rad@acu.ac.uk

Retired Academics Help
the Developing World
The Retired Academics Database (RAD), launched by the
Association of Commonwealth Universities less than two years
ago, helps universities in the developing world tackle staff
recruitment difficulties. RAD is a database of retired academics and
administrators from around the world that universities can use to
fill vacancies on a short-term basis. 

The core element of the programme is a
one-year, part-time programme at 
the Centre for Lifelong Learning 
that culminates in the certificate in
Management and Communications
which is the equivalent of half of the first
year of a degree course.

The management training skills earned
on the course have enabled participants
to develop personally and professionally
as managers of people, with a focus on
leading, initiating and generating
change. The students were supported by
using a group process known as action
learning. As well as the academic part of
the programme students were also given
one-to-one support provided by locally
based mentoring specialists Networks. At
the end of the programme students had
the opportunity to explore and apply
their new learning on work placements.

Alan Clark, Programme Manager at the
Centre for Lifelong Learning said: ‘This
has been one of the most rewarding groups of
adult learners that we have worked with. In
adult education one becomes familiar with
life providing significant challenges that
prevent students from completing courses.
However on this programme we have had
many examples of students showing great
determination and strength of character
despite significant difficulties in work 
and home lives to succeed on the 
programme and have achieved significant 
personal development’.

The course is a partnership, with funding
provided by Birmingham and Solihull
Learning and Skills Council through the
Birmingham Voluntary Service Council.
The project was managed by the
Handsworth Area Regeneration Trust.  

Black Management 
Students Celebrate Success
Twenty Birmingham students have achieved certificates in
Management and Communications. The students were trailblazers in
a new programme of management training aimed directly at black
and minority ethnic Midlanders working in the voluntary and
community sectors.

International Office Visits
4 - 9 February Hong Kong James Barker

British Council exhibitions Wenwei (Vivian) Wu

10 - 16 February China (follow-up visits): Wenwei (Vivian) Wu
Guangzhou
Shanghai
Beijing

10 - 17 February Taiwan (follow-up visits): James Barker
Taipei
Taichung
Tainan
Kaohsiung

14 - 15 February Phillipines Gail Armistead
British Council exhibitions

www.marketing.bham.ac.uk/international

Homestart is a voluntary organisation
that offers help to parents with at least
one child.  Trained volunteers visit the
family at home and offer support
dealing with the frustration and
difficulties that can arise with caring 
for a young family. 

If you have parenting skills or other
valuable experience to offer these 

families, you could be just the person 
we need.

Full training and support and all out 
of pocket expenses will be provided

Interested in finding out more?

Call Fliss at INVOLVE 
Tel: 0121-251 2411 
Email: involve@bugs.bham.ac.uk

Can You Help?
Biosciences student and county
ecologist for Wiltshire County
Council, Jenny Ford, was recently
presented a £200 prize for being the
most outstanding student in the
botany modules on the University
Certificate in Biological Recording
and Species Identification.  Jenny
scored amazing marks of over 70%
in every single assignment and was
presented with her prize at Baden
Powell House, London, by Richard
Pryce, President of the Botanical
Society of the British Isles, at the
BSBI’s annual exhibition meeting.
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Despite their classical name, The
Schubert Ensemble has commissioned
over thirty new pieces by 
leading composers including 
Colin Matthews, John McCabe and
Judith Weir and last July they 
gave the première of Sequenza
notturna at the City of London
Festival, to wide critical acclaim. This
dreamlike, lyrical piece comprises a
single movement and unfolds as a
series of nocturnes.

In 2003 The Schubert Ensemble
celebrated its 20th birthday with tours
of Canada, the USA and Italy, and
concerts at the Wigmore Hall and
Purcell Room. The ensemble has
performed in over forty countries and
at leading British festivals including
Lichfield and Newbury. In 1998 The
Ensemble’s contribution to British
musical life was recognised by the
Royal Philharmonic Society when it
presented the group with the ‘Best
Chamber Ensemble’ award.

No longer the preserve of academics, people of all
backgrounds are interested in the city and the region’s past
as the growth of local history societies and the large number
of pupils and students who engage in history 
projects demonstrates.  

Carl commented: ‘This is an important work that will allow
more people to become actively involved in the history of

Birmingham. I am excited at the possibilities it opens up to make
Birmingham’s past more accessible and democratic and the
potential it has to bring to the fore all the peoples who have
played their past in the making of Birmingham.’

If you are interested in ordering a copy of the book, please
contact Lisa Barwick; tel: 0121-414 2554, email:
L.T.Barwick@bham.ac.uk

Birmingham: Bibliography of a City
A new book published by the University Press brings together the knowledge and expertise of nineteen
historians and other experts. Edited by Professor of Community History and local hero, Carl Chinn,
Birmingham: Bibliography of a City is an important contribution to the democratisation of the city’s history.
Alongside his academic duties and his broadcasting and journalistic roles, Carl is also Director of the
BirminghamLives peoples’ history project 
at South Birmingham College and the leading social historian of the City.

The occupations were classified
according to potential exposure to
asthma-causing inhalants.  Risk was
increased consistently for both men
and women in the chemical, rubber
and plastic, and wood and paper
industries– 2 to 5 fold compared to the
risk among clerks and administrators.
Of the predominantly male
occupations, metal and forestry work
were the strongest determinants of
asthma.  For women, asthma risk
increased for waiters, cleaners and
dental workers.  

Workers in many of the traditional
industries are exposed to different
chemical and biological agents that are
known or suspected sensitisers and

causes of asthma.  An increased risk of
asthma among cleaners has been
recognised only recently – the specific
causes are not yet known.  

Over five hundred people who had a
history of asthma-like symptoms, and
over nine hundred people recruited
from the general public to act as a
control group, took part in the study.
5% of those who had some history of
asthma had been forced to change jobs
due to their respiratory symptoms.  

Professor Jouni Jaakkola, Director of
the Institute of Occupational Health
and leader of the study says: ‘With
asthma generally being seen as on the
increase in today’s society, our study 

pinpoints jobs that could lead to increased
risk.  This study has a wide impact and is
of interest to employers, workers and
policy makers.  While we are not claiming
that development of asthma is inevitable
when working in certain professions, we
would like workers to be aware of this
possibility and to contact a doctor
whenever they suspect that their work
environment is causing persistent asthma-
like symptoms such as wheezing, cough or
phlegm production’. 

The study took place in Finland
between 1997 and 2000. Results of the
study are published in the latest
edition of the American Journal of
Epidemiology, the highest rated journal
in this field.  

Study Pinpoints Asthma-Risk Jobs
A new medical study led by Birmingham scientists has identified jobs that put people at higher risk of
developing adult asthma. The study shows that asthma risk was increased consistently in heavy industries
such as chemical, rubber and plastic and wood/paper production while laboratory technicians and dentists
were also deemed at risk. The study is the first to identify an increased risk of asthma among non-industrial
employees such as waiters and waitresses, likely to be explained by exposure to environmental tobacco
smoke.

January saw the start of a
fourth, month-long basic job
training programme for security
staff within higher education.
The programme has been
funded by the Learning Skills
Council and developed between
Association 
of University Chief Security
Officers and the Security 
Industry Training Organisation.

All security staff will receive basic job
training, advanced Security Officer and
Professional Officer training. The
training programme will run through
to April 2004 and is focused on
improving standards, investing in 
our staff and equipping them to 
do their job professionally and 
with confidence.

Security
Staff
Training
Scheme 

Chamber Music for the
21st Century

Monday 9 February   

7.30pm 

John Mattock, 
leading expert and author 

The Winterbourne Annexe
Graham Stuart Thomas and Roses

The lecture will celebrate the 
life and work of the late Graham
Stuart Thomas, particularly his
contribution to the conservation 
of roses and his garden masterpiece
in the National Trust rose garden 
at Mottisfont Abbey in Hampshire

Friends of
Winterbourne
Lecture

Thursday 25 March  5.15 pm

Genome Sequences, Structural
Biology and Drug Discovery:
Opportunities and Challenges

Professor Sir Tom Blundell,
Sir William Dunn Professor 
of Biochemistry

Large Haworth Lecture Theatre, 
The School of Chemistry

The Huxley
Lecture 

Contemporary classicists The Schubert Ensemble will continue
their mission to keep chamber music alive in the 21st century
when they appear in the Barber Celebrity Concert series on
Wednesday 18 February at 7.30 pm. The concert will juxtapose
Schumann’s Piano Quartet in E flat and Dvorák’s Piano Quintet in A
with Sequenza notturna, a new piece by Martin Butler.

Carl Chinn will give his Inaugural Lecture as Chair of Community History next month. See page 3 for details
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These are questions which have preoccupied gallery
visitors, critics, journalists – not to mention
curators – probably since caveman first put chalk to
cave wall. Now these highly contentious issues are
to be tackled in the latest exhibition at the Barber
Institute, with the opening of The Great and the
Good: Judging Quality in Art this month.

Every year pundits and public line up to slate the
Turner Prize shortlisted works as the cries of ‘that’s
not art’ and ‘that’s rubbish’ go up. Even the
Impressionists were condemned as amateur and
inept daubers by many so-called experts back in the
1870s, although it seems incredible today.

Judging quality in art is a highly contentious issue,
and The Great and the Good is likely to be the most
controversial exhibition at the Barber for 
many years.

The show takes the unusual step of admitting that
not all the paintings in its collection are of the
highest calibre, and attempts to separate the wheat
from the chaff. 

Drawing on its own extensive collection of
masterpieces that normally adorn the public
gallery, together with works that are arguably not
quite up to scratch and usually lurk in the reserve
galleries, the exhibition looks at what qualities
define a great work of art – and why some pictures
may be classed as ‘inferior’.  

Rubens, Gainsborough, Delacroix and Monet are
household names, and most experts agree their
work reaches exemplary standards in composition,
technical prowess and engagement with the viewer.
But how many gallery visitors have heard of Hone,
Bellangé or Calraet? What makes a 17th-century
Cuyp hunting scene ‘better’ than  a similar picture
of another bucolic subject by his contemporary
Culraet? Why are there questions of attribution
over canvases purporting to be by Gauguin or
Zurbarán? And how can we tell paintings such as
Portrait of a Carmelite Prior are by Rubens, while
those such as Head of a Young Woman are by the
‘school of Rubens’ rather than the master himself? 

The Barber’s Director, Professor Richard Verdi, has
just curated the critically-acclaimed blockbuster 

exhibition Saved! 100 Years of the National Art
Collections Fund at London’s Hayward Gallery, and
now tackles the Barber’s collection with 
equal verve.

Through pairing great landscapes or portraits with
inferior, yet comparable ones, Professor Verdi
believes gallery visitors will be able to notice the
strengths which differentiate the former, and the
shortcomings which characterise the latter.

It’s not unheard of for public galleries to examine
their entire holdings of the work of some artist –
often Rembrandt, for example – and be left with a
fraction of the number of authentic pictures by the
master that they started with, explains Professor
Verdi. The remainder of the pictures, meanwhile,
are reattributed as the work of anonymous trainee
artists from the master’s studio collections – which
the master would have the right to sign and pass of
as his own.  

The result can be painful for today’s art collection –
but, at the same time, the process can also unearth
some incredible surprises – such as Raphael’s
Madonna of the Pinks, for many years an anonymous
painting hidden in a dark corridor in Alnwick
Castle, but now reattributed as a great Renaissance
masterpiece and the subject of a huge appeal to
keep it in the country.

‘It’s rare for a gallery to turn round and say certain
works in its collection aren’t up to scratch,’ says
Professor Verdi. ‘But many museums wash their dirty
linen in public by reattributing – after all, our knowledge
about works of art increases all the time – and,
acknowledging that, they are constantly upgrading or
downgrading their works.

‘Also, while there is a common consensus about many
of the features one might expect of a great work of art,
quality is a highly elusive concept, which involves a
measure of personal taste, and I’m certainly not
expecting everybody to agree with me. But The Great
and the Good is certain to stimulate the eye and mind
to put words around one’s gut reactions to a work of art.’

The Great and the Good: Judging Quality in Art
is at the Barber Institute of Fine Arts, from 
6 February until 9 May.

Barber Show Separates 
the Great from the Good
What makes a work of art ‘great’ rather than merely ‘good’ – or even ‘mediocre’? 
Surely beauty is all in the eye of the beholder – all taste is subjective, isn’t it?

Great: Church at Varengeville (1882) - Monet (1840-1926)

Good: Landscape at Pont-Aven - Ascribed to Paul Gauguin,
but now disattributed. Signed and dated ‘P Gauguin 88’ -
probably by an unscrupulous dealer!

Great: Portrait of a Carmelite Prior (1616) 
- Peter Paul Rubens (1577-1640)

Good: Head of a Young Woman - School of Rubens.
Ascribed to Rubens by Reynolds, but now dismissed -
probably work of Johann Boeckhorst (1604-68)

The Great and the Good:
Judging Quality in Art 
6 February – 9 May 

Main Galleries 
What distinguishes a truly
‘great’ work of art from the
merely ‘good’? This exhibition,
drawing on acknowledged
masterpieces from the main
galleries alongside inferior
works usually confined to the
reserve gallery invites you to
ponder that difficult question.  

Works on paper: 
New Acquisitions at 
the Barber Institute 

Until 6 June 

Print Room 
A selection of exquisite new
additions to the permanent
collection acquired over the
past two years, ranging from
Van Dyck through Samuel
Palmer, Adolph Menzel and
James McNeill Whistler to

Kathe Kollwitz.

Talking Coins: 
1800 Years of 
Numismatic Treasures 

Until October 

Coin Gallery 
One of the finest collections 
of Roman, Byzantine and
central Asian coins in 
Europe re-displayed.

What’s On at the Barber Institute
Exhibitions
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Replacing the Visual Impairment
Resource room the new booths are aimed
particularly at students with visual
impairment or dyslexia. Each booth will
provide three self-contained areas with
individual lighting conditions and will
be sound proof so that noise from 
outside does not interfere with voice-
recognition quality. 

Each of the 3 booths contains a 
computer with:

❙ 17” flat-screen monitor (TFT LCD)

❙ Screen reading and screen
magnification software 

❙ Voice recognition software for entering
text verbally 

❙ Software to help with writing and
correcting text and with planning
work visually 

As well as the older speaking scanner,
there is a new scanner and software that
can read text out-loud in several
languages, CCTV for magnifying text,
tape players and a Perkins Brailler that are
shared between the booths.  The booths
also have height adjustable tables for
wheelchair users.

Information Services is considering ways
to make assistive software more widely
available on campus. In addition, they
are working with the Estate Management
on plans for a new accessible entrance to
the Main Library, funded by HEFCE
Project Capital round three, which would
give access directly to the new 
computer cluster.  

For more information on the assistive
technology booths or how to book them,
please contact Sally Exon, Adaptive
Technology Project Officer, ext 58138,
email S.C.Exon@bham.ac.uk.

New Assistive
Technology Booths 
The new developments in the Main Library include 3 new assistive
technology booths aimed at providing better facilities to library users 
who may find it difficult to access services without specialist
technology. The booths, which provide specialist equipment and
software to library users who are disabled, have been provided by
Information Services, in partnership with Student Support and
Counselling. 

Anna Lea, Anna Lewis and 
Sanna Nordin led the way with
superb swim legs that set them 
up for good overall times. 
Moz Morris and Aidan Roche 
each posted great run times 
in their first ever race, leading 
the way for Simon Worgan to
knock 6 minutes of his 
Personal Best. Taking inspiration
from the earlier performances,
David Saunders finished 11th 

overall and Iestyn Shapey came
third in the Youth category.

Although team captain, Mike
Cornes, posted the fastest time of
the day to win the event,
Birmingham was narrowly pipped
at the post by Nottingham in the
race for top team.  The team are all
looking forward to continuing
their run of success in the 
Spring term and the forthcoming
BUSA championship.

Worcester
Winter Warmer

Sport

Do you want to go to classes but
can’t commit for a whole ten-week
course?  Then this is the perfect
solution for you; pay as you go
Fitness Classes start 2 February. 

For a full list of classes and prices see
www.sport.bham.ac.uk or contact
Amy Cleeton Tel: 0121-424 3781.

Active Lifestyles Programme

Continued on back page 

Building on the good form shown during the University’s
series of Road Relays, the triathlon team got off to a great start
in the first Multisport race of the season. The team braved the
cold to travel to Worcester to compete in the annual Winter
Aquathon, which consists of a 400m swim followed by a 5km
run.  A change in location meant the nine competitors were
faced with a grueling 600m hill, not once but twice on the run
through the centre 
of Worcester.

Memorial Service

Play consists almost entirely of passing the
ball by hand from player to player. An
attacker is not allowed to shoot if a
defender is within arms’ length, closer to
the post than they are, and the defender is
actively trying to block the ball.  The aim
is to score a goal by ‘shooting’ the ball
through the opponents basket. Good
shooting skills are essential and top
players will be shooting from as far away
as ten metres in a game.

There are plenty of tournaments held
throughout the year, both nationally and
internationally. The first few of the year
are beginner tournaments where half of
each team must be new to korfball. They
are a great way to get in to the swing of
how Korfball works competitively before

the more important tournaments later in
the year. The University team has been to
two tournaments so far this year, the first
at Lancaster University and the second at
Nottingham University which they won. 

The team trains on Fridays from 6.30 –
8.00 pm at King Edward’s School for Boys,
on the Bristol Road. Anyone is welcome to
come along to training, whether a
beginner or experienced player. Please
come and join us! 

For more information:

http://students.bugs.bham.ac.uk/korfball/
Email: korfball@bugs.bham.ac.uk
Phone: 07814 909 891 (Nick Wilkins,
Team captain)

Korfball? Korf-what?
What is korfball? Korfball is an exciting, mixed team, non-contact sport.
Teams consist of four male and four female players and games are played
on a 40m x 20m court with a goalpost supporting a cylindrical basket
(open at both ends) at either end. There goals have no backboard and the
ball is similar to a football.

Keep an eye out for the Munrow Medicine
Hour where staff at the Munrow Centre will
be conducting research into what you think

about the Munrow Centre and the service it
provides.  Look out for the posters around
the Centre for times and venues.

Munrow Medicine Hour

A memorial service for Dr Christopher Forster is to be held at 3.30 pm on Friday
February 13 in the University chaplaincy, St Francis Hall (SFH).  Family, friends
and colleagues of Chris are welcome to attend.

The service will be led by Rev Professor Chris Baker, Head of Department 
of Civil Engineering and Rev Alistair Littlewood, Anglican chaplain to 
the University and will take place in the worship room of St Francis Hall 
(next to the Guild of Students).  

Parking is available in the multi-storey South car park off Edgbaston Park Road.
Tea and light refreshments will be served after the service, in the Oasis lounge of
St Francis Hall.  

We would appreciate it if could pass details of this service to others who you
think would wish to attend.  

If you require further information, please contact: 
Mrs Christine Dickinson
Tel: 0121-414 5333  
Email: C.Dickinson@bham.ac.uk

Law School Welcomes
Outspoken Politician
Prominent Midlands MP, Gisela Stuart, will spark further debate when she visits
the School of Law this month (Feb) to speak out once more about the proposed
European Constitution. The Labour MP for Edgbaston, will deliver the Institute of
European Law's annual lecture: 'Writing a constitution for Europe – On balance I would
rather have been in Philadelphia'.

For further information about the lecture please contact Mrs Nadene Bryan on
0121-414 6334 or email N.M.Bryan@bham.ac.uk
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Diary

TUESDAY 3 
12.30 pm ‘2004: A defining year’: The
Vice Chancellor’s address to all staff.
Doors open at 12.15pm. Session 
ends promptly at 1.30pm with questions
and answers before the close. Great Hall,
Aston Webb.

1.10 pm Final year recitalists: Bethan
Greenaway clarinet; Andrew Huntriss
bassoon. Admission free. Barber Institute.

4.00 pm Psychology Seminar – Timing in
speech control – Peter Howell (UCL).
Training Room 120, Psychology 
Hills Building.

4.00 pm Chemical Biology Seminar –
Bioresponsive Polymers in Gene Delivery –
Dr Len Seymour, Oxford. Host Dr Jon
Preece. Room LG32, Learning Centre

5.15 pm Inaugural Lecture - Toothpaste
to Aerospace - Professor S Blackburn.
Lecture Theatre 124, Chemical
Engineering Followed by a reception in 
the Atrium

7.45 pm University Women’s Club
Literary group – The Good Doctor by
Damon Galgut. Contact Ann Vernallis
Tel: 0121-472 5783

WEDNESDAY 4 
10.30 am University Women’s Club –
Coffee in the home of Ruth Klemperer.
Tel: 0121-472 0186. 

1.00 pm Division of Primary Care, Public
and Occupation Health Divisional
Seminar – Monitoring clinical performance:
progress since Shipman – Dr Mohammed
Mohammed, Dept of Public Health and
Epidemiology Room G04-5: Public
Health Building

1.10 pm Barber Institute Lecture – New
Acquisitions of Works on Paper I –  Richard
Verdi, Director of the Barber Institute. To
accompany the Exhibition Works on
Paper: New Acquisitions at the Barber
Institute – admission free

3.00 pm University Women’s Club – 
Tea in the home of Wendy Sterling 
Tel: 0121-454 6565

4.15 pm CELC Cultures in Dialogue
research seminar - Mozarabs and Moriscos
in 16th Century Toledo -Professor 
Richard Hitchcock (Exeter). Room 214
Muirhead Tower

4.30 pm School of Chemistry Seminar –
Simulating Liquid Crystals: Complex
Behaviour from Simple Models – Professor
Mike Allen (Warwick). Host: Professor
Peter Knowles. Haworth 203, Preceded by
Coffee/Tea in Haworth 209a at 4.00 pm

7.30 pm Barber Celebrity Concert – Li-
Wei Qin cello; Jeremy Young piano.
Tickets: £10, £7.50 concessions, £5
Friends, £2 students – box office: 0121-
414 7333.

THURSDAY 5
1.00 pm Molecular Cell Biology and
Molecular Pathobiology Joint Seminar –
Function of Fgfr3 in Cortical Progenitors –
Tomoko Iwata, Beatson Institute,
Glasgow. LG32 – Learning Resource
Centre. Host: Professor John Heath

5.00 pm Issues in Criminal Justice Lecture
–  Lies, Media and Justice: distorting the
criminal justice system – Mr Marcel Berlins,
Journalist and Commentator on Legal
Issues for The Guardian and Radio 4’s Law
in Action. School of Law. Convenor:
Professor Stephen Shute

5.00 pm Seminar on the European Union
and Border Conflicts – Geneva, the

Separation Fence and the Peace Process in the
Middle East: Does Europe Have a Role to
Play? – David Newman, Ben Gurion
University, Israel. Conference Room,
European Research Institute

5.15 pm Centre for Byzantine, Ottoman
and Modern Greek seminar – Identity
cards and identities: Religion and politics in
contemporary Greece – Dr Yanni
Stavrakakis (Nottingham). The Whitting
Room (436), Faculty  of Arts

FRIDAY 6 
12 noon University Women’s Club –
Lunch at Selly Park Tavern. Contact
Eileen Mellor Tel: 0121-472 2001

1.10 pm Final year recitalists: Danny
Whatmough baritone; Joanne Baldwin
recorder. Admission free

SATURDAY 7  
10 am - 4 pm Barber Institute Still Life
Study Day: Day 1 of 2 day study session
with Angela Gladwell looking at the
Barber’s exquisite still lifes and teaching
drawing and oil-painting 
skills. Tickets £15 for both days including
materials (£9 Friends and £6
concessions); to book, contact education
office on 0121-414 7335  

TUESDAY 10 
1.10 pm Final year recitalists: 
Simon Gilliver flute; Ed Cross violin
Admission free. Barber Institute.

4.00 pm Psychology Seminar – title TBA –
Marc Jeannerod (France). Training Room
120, Psychology Hills Building. 

WEDNESDAY 11
10.30 am University Women’s Club –
Coffee in the home of Jo Marsland Tel:
0121-608 1285 

1.00 pm Division of Primary Care, Public
and Occupation Health Divisional
Seminar – Levels of evidence, quality scores,
and checklists: the seduction of simplicity
(Provisional title: to be confirmed) –
Professor Doug Altman. Room G04-5:
Public Health Building. Jointly with the
University Medical Statistics Group and
Centre for Statistics in Medicine, Institute
of Health Sciences

1.00 pm Cancer Research UK Institute for
Cancer Studies external seminar – Gene
Expression Cassettes with a Dominant
Chromatin Opening Capability – Dr
Michael Antoniou (Kings College,
London). S104, Cancer Studies. Host: Dr
Peter Searle

1.10 pm Barber Institute Lecture – New
Acquisitions of Works on Paper II – Richard
Verdi, Director of the Barber Institute. To
accompany the Exhibition Works on
Paper: New Acquisitions at the Barber
Institute – admission free

THURSDAY 12 
1.00 pm Molecular Cell Biology and
Molecular Pathobiology Joint Seminar –
The good, the bad and the ugly – sorting out
membrane proteins – Hugh Pelham, MRC
Laboratory of Molecular Biology,
Cambridge. Room: LG32 – Learning
Resource Centre. Host: Dr Robert Insall

5.00 pm Issues in Criminal Justice Lecture
– Ethnic Minorities in The Criminal Courts:
perceptions of fairness and equality of
treatment – Professor Stephen Shute,
Birmingham. School of Law

5.15 pm (TBC) CELC Cultures in Dialogue
research seminar - Mary Bryden (Cardiff
University) will talk on Beckett. Room
334, Muirhead Tower

5.15 pm Centre for Byzantine, Ottoman
and Modern Greek seminar – The
historical poems of Theodore Prodromos
and the epic-Homeric revival – Marina
Bazzani (Oxford). The Whitting Room
(436), Faculty of Arts

FRIDAY 13
1.10 pm UMS Presidential visit (Sakari
Oramo). Admission free. Buffet tickets £3

SATURDAY 14 
10 am - 4 pm Barber Institute Still Life
Study Day: Day 2 of 2 day study session
with Angela Gladwell looking at the
Barber’s exquisite still lifes and teaching
drawing and oil-painting 
skills. Tickets £15 for both days 
including materials (£9 Friends and £6
concessions); to book, contact education
office on 0121-414 7335  

5.30 pm Birmingham University 
Singers – Evensong: Worcester Cathedral
Directors – John Whenham  and 
Paul Rodmell 

SUNDAY 15
10.30 am Birmingham University Singers
– Communion Service: Worcester
Cathedral Directors: John Whenham and
Paul Rodmell

4.00 pm Birmingham University 
Singers – Evensong: Worcester Cathedral
Directors: John Whenham and 
Paul Rodmell

TUESDAY 17 
1.10 pm Final year recitalists: Frances
Baines soprano; Fiona Hammerton  viola.
Admission free

4.00 pm Psychology Seminar – The
human cerebellum and associative learning –
Dagmar Timmann-Braun (Germany).
Training Room 120, Psychology Hills
Building

4.00 pm Chemical Biology Seminar –
Heterocyclic Peptides – Professor Chris
Moody, Exeter. Host Dr John Snaith.
Room LG32, Learning Centre

5.15 pm Inaugural Lecture - Am I
Russian?  Reflexivity, Sociology and Cross-
Cultural Research - Professor H Pilkington.
ERI Conference Room, European Research
Institute. Followed by a reception in 
the Atrium

WEDNESDAY 18
10.30 am University Women’s Club –
Coffee in the home of Marjorie Knight
Tel: 0121-454 1098

1.00 pm Plant Genetics and Cell Biology
seminar – Mapping genes using allelic
association – Dr John Whittaker, Imperial
College, School of Medicine. NG08,
School of Biosciences. Host: Dr Zewei Luo 

1.10 pm Barber Institute Lecture – Raising
Expectations: the Manual Skills – Richard
Verdi, Director of the Barber Institute. To
accompany the The Great and the Good:
Judging Quality in Art – admission free

4.15 pm

CELC Cultures in Dialogue research
seminar - Guzmán, Quijote and the
Anxiety of Confluence - Dr Bob Oakley

(Birmingham). Room 214 (2nd Floor,
Muirhead Tower)

4.30 pm School of Chemistry Seminar –
Chiral Lanthanide Complexes: Structure,
Dynamics and Function – Professor David
Parker, FRS (Durham). Host: Dr Zoe
Pikramenou Haworth 203, Preceded by
Coffee/Tea in Haworth 209a at 4.00 pm

7.30 pm Barber Celebrity Concert – The
Schubert Ensemble Tickets: £10, £7.50
concessions, £5 Friends, £2 students

THURSDAY 19 
5:15pm Inaugural Lecture - Looking At A
Lot of Language - Professor S Hunston.
Arts Main Lecture Theatre, Arts Building.
Followed by a reception in the SCR

FRIDAY 20 
1.10 pm Barber Lunchtime Concert -
University Chamber Orchestra.
Conductors: Claire McIntyre and Dan
Avery. Stravinsky – Suite from Pulcinella;
Bernstein – Fancy Free Admission free. 

MONDAY 23
1.00 pm Cancer Research UK Institute for
Cancer Studies external seminar –
Vaccinia virus: egress, entry and evasion –
Dr Geoff Smith (Imperial College,
London). S104, Cancer Studies. Host:
Professor Alan Rickinson

TUESDAY 24 
1.10 pm Final year recitalists: Rachel
Atkins – flute; Helen Lloyd saxophone
Admission free. Barber Institute.

WEDNESDAY 25
10.30 am University Women’s Club –
Coffee in the home of Wendy Sterling
Tel: 0121-454 6565 

1.00 pm Division of Primary Care, Public
and Occupation Health Divisional
Seminar – What protection do we have from
industry influence in clinical research –
Professor Nick Freemantle, Dept of
Primary Care and General Practice. Room
SF223-4: The Learning Centre and
Primary Care Clinical Sciences Building

5.15 pm Inaugural Lecture - Towards
Prediction of ‘Pollutant’ Movement in
Waters in Rocks:  what has been, should
be, and cannot be achieved - Professor J H
Tellam (Professor of Hydrogeology).  Lecture
Theatre 117 Physics West. Followed by a
reception in the Lapworth Museum.

THURSDAY 26
5.15 pm Centre for Byzantine, Ottoman
and Modern Greek seminar – The sacred
Arsenal of Andronikos Kamateros and the
Primacy of Rome – Alessandra Bucossi
(Oxford). The Whitting Room (436),
Faculty of Arts

FRIDAY 27 
1.10 pm Final year recitalists: Stephanie
Oatridge oboe; Helen Mills piano.
Admission free. Barber Institute.

SUNDAY 29 
3.00 pm UMS Concert – Celli, Tickets: £4,
£2.50 concessions. Barber Institute.
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Staff News

Small Ads

Obituary

Views expressed in the newsletter are not necessarily those of the University or a statement of University policy. The publication of advertisements does not
imply any endorsement by the University of the goods or services advertised. All submissions may be subject to editing. The Editor’s decision is final.

Printed Version
Publication Date: 16 Feb 2004
Deadline: 2 Feb 2004
Please send all your items for the 
web or print versions to the Public
Relations Office (1st floor Aston
Webb, by the rotunda) by email, 
post or why not in person? 
We’d enjoy meeting you!

News, Views, Pictures
Sue Primmer, Editor
S.J.Primmer@bham.ac.uk
0121-414 6680

Sam Smith, Content Editor
S.Smith@bham.ac.uk
0121-414 6948

Diary, Notices and Adverts
Sam Smith
University-Buzz@bham.ac.uk
0121-414 6948

Small Ads
University members:

£5.00 for up to twenty words
Non members:

£10 for up to twenty words
Payment in advance required.

Display Ads
Ratecard available on request.

Buzz on the Streets
We’re constantly cleansing our data and updating our records. Please let
Sam (below) know if you want extra copies of Buzz or if you think we
need to amend your distribution details.

Wendy Jones died in November 2003
after a long fight against cancer. Wendy
joined the University Security Section in
1987 after the leaving the WRAC as a
Sergeant. During her service in the
WRAC she received three medals for long
service, good conduct and the Queen’s
Silver Jubilee.

In 1989 Wendy was promoted to
Assistant Supervisor within the security
section. In 1998, due to ill health, Wendy
took on the role of looking after lost and
found property for the University.
Wendy was well known across the
campus and had a reputation for
thoroughness. She took great pride in

reuniting owners with their lost
processions. All property was tagged and
marked up and often sent back to owners
before they knew they had lost it!

Along with her brother Trevor, Wendy
grew up in an orphanage and spent
almost all of her adult life either in the
army or working at the University. Never
married, Wendy lived alone but her love
of sport, especially football, was a very
important part of her life. Wendy
continued to display the discipline that
she learned in the army in her civilian life
and always prided herself on her highly
polished shoes.

Director of Sport Zena Wooldridge was
recently elected onto the Board of
Directors for England Squash, the
national governing body for squash.
England Squash is involved in a number
of new government initiatives including
promoting closer working relationships
between higher education and governing
bodies of sport. Zena Said: ‘I hope that my
election to the Board helps strengthen this
new partnership working and may encourage
colleagues in university sport to become more
involved in NGBs.’

Congratulations to Emeritus Professor
W.N. Everitt of the School of

Mathematics and Statistics who was
recently elected to be a Foreign Member
of the Serbian Academy of Sciences 
and Arts

Robert Arnott, the Sub-Dean and
Director of the Centre for the History of
Medicine in the School of Medicine has
been elected a Vice-President of the
Society for Ancient Medicine, 
the leading international organisation of
classicists, archaeologists and historians
involved in the study of ancient
medicine and pharmacy. The Society’s
international meeting will be held at the
University in June of this year.

ACCOMMODATION

South Lakes – lovely 2 bedroom
holiday cottage in secluded rural
location, ideal for couples or 
families. www.firkin cottage.co.uk
Tel: 07787 824462

Relax in the Quantocks – cosy, self
contained, period accommodation  
in village centre. Choice of 3; sleep
2/3/4. Private parking. Tel 01278 732
392. www.theoldhouse.ision.co.uk

A new house for the new year
First letting since extension and
refurbishment. Furnished, semi
detached house in Harborne. Two
double bedrooms with fitted wardrobes
and one single furnished as study. 
New bathroom with bath and separate
shower. Living room, dining room,
downstairs cloakroom /WC, fully fitted
and well equipped kitchen/breakfast
room, utility area with washing
machine and tumble drier. Low
maintenance garden. Off road parking
for two cars. New carpets and curtains
throughout. £900 per cal month excl.

House for sale. North-west
Bromsgrove. Freehold, detached. 
2 large reception rooms and study, 
4 bedrooms (2 double, 1 twin, 
1 single). Ensuite plus family bathroom.
Downstairs cloakroom. Garage, carport
plus additional parking for several cars.  

Enclosed rear garden.  Convenient 
for M5 and M42.  Good bus services
and schools.  Easy ride or drive to
University or QEH. Offers around
£225,000. Please contact Halifax,
01527 576440, or vendors, 
0121-445 4446

Double room sharing with one 
other in 3-bedroom house on
Edgbaston Park Road. Available
immediately till end of April. Suit
visiting academic or staff. £70 per 
week including heat. 0121-414 8098 
or A.M.Milner@bham.ac.uk

2 bed terraced house for sale 
in Selly Park. Central Heating, 
double glazing, alarm plus many
other items included. £129,950.
Email: A.M.Perry@bham.ac.uk

MISCELLANEOUS
Controls required for Brain and
Behavioural Sciences group,
Psychology. Males and Females 
aged 55 upwards.  £6.00 per hour. 
Tel: Elaine Fox 4-4931 for details 
and appointments.

Need a room for your event or
meeting? Park House has several
different sized meeting rooms which
can be hired on a daily basis from 
£25 per head to include refreshments,
lunch, hire of room and equipment.
Please phone Myra Mobley on 46210
(email: M.S.Mobley@bham.ac.uk) 
for availability

Moss Roofing. Built-Up Felt 
Roofing Specialists – Sprung a leak? 
Tel: 07739 553574. UPVC Fascias,
Soffits. All work guaranteed

The Suite Hospital. Is your suite 
under the weather, got a saggy
bottom? Tel: 07866973011. Also
curtains and soft furnishings

Tax return still in the in-tray? 
Mynette and Co (est 1976) offer a
local, personalised accountancy/tax
advisory service. Call 0121-449 7322 or
email: ajm@kinvara.fsnet.co.uk

Have those jobs done now. Large 
or small. No mess. No VAT. Guild 
of Master Craftsmen member. 
Paul Davis on 0121-427 7179

Why pay national call prices? Get 
all of your calls at local prices. Call
0800-298 5644 or 07950-029 753

Car for sale. Reliable, fun and nippy.
Metallic blue 1989 Fiesta XR2 (1.6 
ltr engine). 83,000 miles, full service
history. £500ono. Jo Aitken on 
0121-414 7526 or J.Aitken@bham.ac.uk

M32850 Clinical Tutor for 
the Cognitive Behaviour 
Therapy Programme
Primary Care and General Practice 
Academic: Research and Teaching  
Closing date: 4/2/2004  

S36681 Lecturer/Senior Lecturer
School of Physics and Astronomy  
Academic: Research and Teaching  
Closing date: 29/2/2004  

M32837  Research 
Occupational Therapist
School of Health Sciences
Academic: Research and Teaching
Closing date: 5/2/2004  

A531 Senior Lecturer in Drama 
and Theatre Arts 
Department of Drama and Theatre Arts  
Academic: Research and Teaching
Closing date: 16/2/2004  

M962  
Anatomy Demonstrator Division 
of Immunity and Infection – 
Anatomy Administrative and Other
Academic Related  
Closing date: 6/2/2004  

T25853 Assistant Store Person
Catering Services  
Support: Technical, Clerical, 

and Manual  
Closing date: 6/2/2004  

G10518  Finance Assistant
School of Engineering  
Support: Technical, Clerical, and Manual  
Closing date: 4/2/2004  

T25875 Kitchen Porter
Central Kitchen  
Support: Technical, Clerical, and Manual  
Closing date: 6/2/2004  

E31205 Programme Secretary
Centre for Lifelong Learning  
Support: Technical, Clerical, and Manual  
Closing date: 6/2/2004  

Y16377 Receptionist/
Information Assistant
Careers Service  
Support: Technical, Clerical, and Manual  
Closing date: 4/2/2004  

T16750 Recreation Assistant (3 Posts)
The Foundation for Sport  
Support: Technical, Clerical, and Manual  
Closing date: 5/2/2004 

S36658 Secretary
School of Computer Science  
Support: Technical, Clerical, and Manual  
Closing date: 4/2/2004  

Vacancies

For a full and up to date list of vacancies see
www.punit.bham.ac.uk/vacancies/vacancySearch.htm

Wendy Jones
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The subject of this painting is a result of
Ingres’ close reading of Dante’s Divine
Comedy which impelled him to produce
several versions of this picture between the
years 1814 and 1820. As described in
Inferno, canto v:127-138, the beautiful
Francesca da Rimini was forced to marry
the lame and deformed Gianciotto
Malatesta and thereby renounce her true
feelings for his handsome brother, Paolo.
Whilst reading together an account of the
illicit love of Sir Lancelot for Queen
Guinevere, Paolo and Francesca become
swept up by the passion of the book and
consummate their illicit love with a kiss.  At
that very moment, Gianciotto discovers
their betrayal and, in a fit of rage, kills them
both with one stroke of his sword. For their
sin of adultery, their souls are sent to the
circle of the lustful.  However, in this
tempestuous hell their romance lives on
and the lovers remain forever embraced. 

Ingres has focused on the moment where
the young couple seal their fate with the
forbidden kiss, whilst successfully
reminding us of the cause and effect of this
event. To the left, the book which spurred
their love is held loosely in Francesca’s
hand.  To the right, Gianciotto’s untimely
discovery of Francesca’s adultery is
indicated by the drawing of his sword. The
impulsiveness of the moment is
emphasised with the book depicted
slipping out of Francesca’s hand and
further expressed in the exaggerated lean of
Paolo’s poise. Thus, Ingres has skilfully
contracted the narrative in order to
combine the significant moments of love’s
awakening with the imminence of the
lovers’ deaths. 

Paolo and Francesca may be seen at the
Barber Institute of Fine Arts, Monday to
Saturday 10.00 –5.00 pm and on Sundays
12.00 -5.00 pm 

Picture of the Month Paolo and Francesca 
by Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres

The romantic theme brought to February through the celebration of 
Saint Valentine, is continued with the choice of this month’s picture. 
Paolo and Francesca by the French artist, Ingres, gracefully depicts an
intimate embrace between two medieval lovers sharing their first kiss.
Those familiar with the story of Paolo and Francesca will be aware that 
it is a short and tragic love affair, and sure enough, a sense of
foreboding 
is brought to this passionate scene with the inclusion of a threatening
figure lurking in the painting’s shadow.

Provided by Caroline Barrie, Gallery Assistant at the Barber Institute of Fine Arts

Kate Edwards

Second year PhD student Kate was part of last
year’s victorious Birmingham BUSA netball
championship winning team and also
represented Wales at senior level over the
summer in the World Championships, held in
Jamaica. This year she hopes to help
Birmingham to BUSA victory for the third year
in succession, alongside fellow netball scholar
Charlotte O’Neill.

Sian Halliwell

Sian is in her final year of her Sport and
Exercise Sciences degree and is a regular in the
University lacrosse team. She has represented
Wales at senior level and toured with them
over the summer in Canada. Sian hopes to
take part in the 2005 senior World Cup,
following in the footsteps of former University
first team Captain Eleanor Laidlaw (Sport and
Exercise Sciences, 2001).

Jack Hill

Jack is in his first year of a degree in Sport and
Material Science, which combines well with
his cycling activities. He comes to
Birmingham from Manchester as Junior
National Champion and has represented
England and Great Britain on both road and
track. Jack will add even more strength to last
year’s highly successful cycling team which
won Club of the Year at last year’s Athletic
Union Annual Dinner.

Sports Scholar Update

Continued from page 10

The Munrow Sports Centre is helping the
ABC (After Breast Cancer) Group to raise
money in order to purchase a new Mobile
Mammogram Unit for their department.
Here’s what’s going on and how you can
join in to help raise money.

All activities are just £3 to enter and include a
free entry into the raffle.

All Week:

Activities in Reception

❙ Guess the Baby Competition – Match the
baby photo to the current member of staff

❙ Receptionists will be dressing outrageously
in pink for the week

❙ Check out how we are doing on our 
total counter 

Carwash 

Everyday between 7.30 - 9.30 am and 4.30 -
6.30 pm, our operations staff will be on hand
outside the Munrow to wash your car.

Gym Challenge 

Get as far as you can in 15mins on the bike,
treadmill and rower in our gym triathlon. Try
and beat the standards set by our incredibly
fit gym staff or get sponsored per mile you
reach.  There will be both male and female
competitions, a grand finale on Friday 20 
and plenty of prizes. Members only.

TUESDAY 17 
10 am - 7 pm  Health Check Day

Why not kick-start the year with a brief
health review? Do you want your blood

pressure checking? Have you ever wondered
what your Body Mass Index (BMI) is or what
it should be? Have you ever wanted to know
what your body composition is?  Come along
for a relaxed and informative 10-minute
session with our fully trained staff. 
All welcome. 

THURSDAY 19
Race Night 

Enjoy an evening at the races at Fat Paddy’s
Bar in the Munrow Centre

FRIDAY 20 
Gym Challenge final 

The top scorers of the gym challenge will 
be put head-to-head in a final.
Pam Vanderstam’s 65 Length Challenge 
Pam Vanderstam, our Memberships Officer
who was diagnosed with Breast Cancer in
June 2001 will be swimming a mile to raise
money. A sponsorship form is on reception.
All support is very welcome. 

SATURDAY 21
12.00 pm - 6.00 pm  Aerobathon

Get your trainers on, bring your friends 
and have some energetic fun. Everyone is
welcome so there are no excuses for not
taking part.  You can do as many classes as
you like, entry is £3 per class, or why not get
sponsored to do as many classes as you can?  

For further information please feel free to
contact Anna Corkill ext 42274 Email:
A.R.Corkill@bham.ac.uk or check out
www.sport.bham.ac.uk

Munrow Centre Charity week
Mon 16 – Sat 21 February


